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YOUR CHALLENGE 

1) Create a table in PowerStats that answers the following 
research questions: 

• What was the employment and enrollment status of 2007–08 
graduating college seniors one year after graduation?  

• And how does their employment and enrollment status vary 
by their parents’ highest level of education in 2007-08?  

2) Check your table against the included answer table. 

3) Compare the steps you took to create your table with 
the steps taken to create the included answer table. 
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READY FOR THE ANSWER TABLE? 

Have you created your table? 

 

Do not turn the page until you are ready to see the answer table. 

3 



ANSWER TABLE: INITIAL OUTPUT 

Your initial output should look like the table below. Because not all results are visible in this table, see the 
complete, printer-friendly version of this table on the next page. 
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ANSWER TABLE: PRINTER-FRIENDLY OUTPUT 
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ANSWER TABLE: EXAMINING DIFFERENCES 

To explore whether the differences by parents' education are statistically significant, click Estimates and Standard 
Errors and conduct t-tests or click Estimates and Confidence Intervals and check for non-overlapping confidence 
intervals. 
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STEPS TO CREATE THE ANSWER TABLE 

Step 1: Log in 

Step 2: Access the create new table feature 

Step 3: Choose a group of students (dataset) 

Step 4: Choose a type of table 

Step 5: Select a column variable 

Step 6: Select a row variable 

Step 7: Run your table 
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1. LOG IN 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

1. Go to the NCES DataLab page: 
http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/ 
 

2. Click the PowerStats icon or 
Go under the PowerStats icon. 
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1. LOG IN, CONTINUED 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
3. Enter your user e-mail 

and password. 
 
4. Read the usage 

agreement . 
 
5. Check I agree to the 

terms above. 
 
6. Click Login. 
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2. ACCESS THE CREATE NEW TABLE FEATURE 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1. Click the Table icon 

under Create New. 
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3. CHOOSE A GROUP OF STUDENTS (DATASET) 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

1. Click Graduating 
college seniors or drag 
it to the Group box. 
 
The Group box is 
updated with your 
selection. 
 
Information about the 
dataset and different 
cohorts  appear in the 
Work Space. 
 

2. At the bottom of the 
column labeled 
“received their 
bachelor's degrees in 
2007-08 and followed 
for 1 year” click Select. 
 

TIP 
Use the QuickSelect by 
dataset name option if 
you are already familiar 
with NCES datasets. 
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4. CHOOSE A TYPE OF TABLE 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

1. Click the Percentage 
Distribution icon. 
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5. SELECT A COLUMN VARIABLE 

TIP 
The dependent variable 
in your research question 
should be added as a 
column variable.  
(Independent variables 
should be added as row 
variables.) 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 

 
1. Under Frequently Used 

Variables, click        next 
to Employment.  
 

2. Click Employment and 
Enrollment Status in 
2009  below this heading. 
 
(Employment and 
Enrollment Status in 
2009 is a categorical 
variable and therefore 
shown in green.) 

 
TIP 
You can also find 
Employment and 
Enrollment Status in 
2009 by entering 
search terms in the 
Find Variables box. 
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5. SELECT A COLUMN VARIABLE: VARIABLE INFORMATION 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
3. The Variable Information screen, which includes the three tabs shown 

below and to the right, appears. Click Column under the Use Variable 
tab to select this variable as the column variable.   

 
TIP 
You can also select Employment and Enrollment Status in 2009 as your 
column variable by dragging it to the Column box in the Work Space, 
but the Variable Information screen will not appear using this method. 

View descriptive statistics tab 

Get more info tab 

Use variable tab 
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5. SELECT A COLUMN VARIABLE: OPTIONS 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

4. Under Use Default 
Categories, click OK. 

 
NOTE 
The usage options will differ 
depending on the type of 
variable selected. 
 
TIP 
The Centile Table training 
module and the Centile Table 
exercise demonstrate how to 
use Make My Own Categories 
for both continuous and 
categorical variables. 
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5. SELECT A COLUMN VARIABLE 

TIP 
The Work Space displays 
the column variable 
selected. 
 
(The % placeholders in 
the Work Space will be 
replaced with calculations 
once your final table is 
generated.) 
 

16 



6. SELECT A ROW VARIABLE  

TIP 
Independent variables in your 
research question should be 
added as row variables. (The 
dependent variable should be 
added as a column variable.) 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1. Under Frequently Used 

Variables, click        next to 
Student’s characteristics to 
find the parents’ education 
variable.  

 
    TIP 

You can also find this 
parents’ education variable  
by entering search terms 
in the Find Variables box. 

 
 
2. Drag Highest education level 

attained by either parent as 
of 2007-08 to the first Row 
box in the Work Space. 
 

    TIP 
You can also select this 
variable as a row by clicking 
it and then clicking Row 
under the Use variable tab 
in the Variable Information 
screen that appears. 
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6. SELECT A ROW VARIABLE: OPTIONS 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

3. The Options screen appears. 
Under Use Default Categories, 
click OK.  

 
TIP 
For more information on how 
to use Make My Own Categories 
see the Centile Table training 
module and the Centile Table 
exercise. 
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6. SELECT A ROW VARIABLE 

TIP 
The Work Space displays 
the row variable selected. 
 
(The % placeholders in 
the Work Space will be 
replaced with calculations 
when your final table is 
generated.) 
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7. RUN YOUR TABLE 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

1. Click Create Table. 
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7. RUN YOUR TABLE: CHOOSE A WEIGHT 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

2. Choose the suggested 
weight by clicking OK.  

 
TIP 
You can find out more 
information about weights 
by consulting the 
methodology report of the 
study you are using. 
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YOUR TABLE: INITIAL OUTPUT 

Due to the number of columns and rows in this table, the complete output is not visible in the initial output 
without scrolling. To obtain the complete table shown on the next page, click Printer-Friendly Version. 
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YOUR TABLE: PRINTER-FRIENDLY OUTPUT 
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YOUR TABLE: EXAMINING DIFFERENCES 

To explore whether the differences by parents' education are statistically significant, click Estimates and Standard 
Errors and conduct t-tests or click Estimates and Confidence Intervals and check for non-overlapping confidence 
intervals. 
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